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In recent years, there has been a surge 
in studies which have either demonstrated 
that the U.S. is a partial democracy or a 
full blown oligarchy, and thus it seems 
unreasonable to claim that De Anza 
College’s late-February DASB elections 
are even less democratic.

Unlike the current dynamic of 
American politics, De Anza obviously 
does not systematically suppress votes 
from certain voting blocs, nor does it 
allow for superfluous amounts of money 
in its elections, yet it faces a far greater 
threat to democracy and legitimacy — 
a pathetically low voter turnout and a 
system uninterested in changing this. 
In fact, according to estimates from the 
current senate, voter turnout tends to 
fluctuate between a measly three to five 
percent, roughly one-fifth of the turnout of 
Saudi Arabia, a country which registers as 
an authoritarian monarchy. 

Student elections for the DASB begin 
on Feb. 27 and run through March 3. 

UPCOMING STUDENT ELECTIONS 
ARE NOT TRULY DEMOCRATIC

Senate candidates are only given one week 
to campaign prior to the election, which is 
not nearly enough time to encourage high 
vote rates. While De Anza candidates 
are humanized through a Meet Your 
Candidates Day event, the forum receives 
only a fraction of the time and exposure 
of well-established events like Club Day, 
despite the fact that the state of DASB 
is astronomically more pertinent to De 
Anza’s future than any particular club.

The seats in the student body control 
upwards to tens of thousands of dollars 
and can ultimately decide whether or 
not a college program lives or dies. The 
decisions they make during the school 
year greatly affect all of us, regardless of 
our willingness to vote or even recognize 
their existence.

Students vote online solely through 
MyPortal, but the student portal is rarely 
used outside of class registration season. 
Considering that election week ends 
before the majority of students are actually 
eligible to register, it seems nonsensical to 
not simply extend voting week until the 
week when student traffic is highest. Even 
then, it takes an unreasonable amount of 
exploration in order to find the small-font 

voting link; if DASB is capable of cutting 
over $100,000 in budget, it does not seem 
unreasonable to ask for a giant graphic 
which captures the eye.

Perhaps most detrimental to De Anza’s 
voter apathy is the fact that the school 
struggles to promote its voting booths. 
Partially, this is because of the school’s 
electioneering rules which prohibit 
candidates from campaigning within 50 
feet of a voting location. Logistically, the 
resources and untapped energy are 
palpable but poorly executed. 
Last year, a small number 
of polling sites were 
established, but 
poor wi-fi, laptop 
issues, and 
incorrect voting 
links hindered an 
already limited 
operation. 

De Anza could 
host their own 
Rock The Vote by 
setting up voting 
stations all over dense 
areas of campus, such 
as the quad and providing 

‘I voted stickers’ and obnoxiously loud 
music. Perhaps in order to combat 
widespread apathy, extreme measures 
may need be taken. Mandatory voting 
could be enforced by highly encouraging 
all faculty to dedicate 15 to 20 minutes to 
allow students to research and vote during 
class.

In a commuter campus which hosts a 
high percentage of working class, time-
pressed students, it’s unreasonable to 

expect anything close to a 100 
percent voter turnout. 

When DASB senators 
need only win 15 

percent of the five 
percent total 
turnout, or 0.75 
percent of the 
total student 
p o p u l a t i o n , 
there is no 
reasonable way 

to claim that 
the appetite of 

democracy is being 
satisfied.
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We’ve all seen the movies – Captain 
America and his shield bashing Nazis 
left and right. If one of the most iconic 
symbols of American Freedom does it, are 
we supposed to follow his example?

After the inauguration of President 
Trump, white supremacist and Nazi 
Richard Spencer was punched in the face 
by a protester while giving an interview. 
Video of the assault quickly spread around 
the Internet, with many celebrating the 
attack.

Let’s be clear - the racist views Spencer 
promotes have no place in our society today 
and should disgust all of us. We should all 
condemn his views and followers.

But using physical violence to suppress 
minority views, however distasteful, sets a 
dangerous precedent. The American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU), a renowned civil 
rights defense organization, has gone to 
court to defend the rights of the Klu Klux 
Klan and neo-Nazis in the past.
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Those decisions were crucial later on in 
defending the rights of civil rights protesters 
in the South.

We need to fight Spencer and other white 
supremacists using legal and peaceful means. 
People who used violence or bypassed the 
law against the Westboro Baptist Church 
were punished with expensive lawsuits and 
losses all the way up to the Supreme Court.

Protesters learned their lesson and got 
smarter. If the WBC showed up, there 

Fight Nazis with peaceful condemnation, not punches

would be an even larger counter-protest to 
prevent them from getting their message 
out.

When WBC tried to visit the United 
Kingdom, quick lobbying had them 
banned from entering due to their hate 
speech. There’s absolutely no reason we 
cannot do the same for Spencer and his 
partners.

The First Amendment protects them 
against the government suppressing their 
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Making my way downtown, walking 
fast, faces pass and I’m De Anza bound. 

The regular routine that students coming 
on and off of De Anza College campus 
are used to is going to change this Fall 
2017. The changes to the routes, times and 
destinations are vast. 

Valley Transit Authority planned a new 
overhaul for their routes and areas of 
service to coincide with the completion of 
the BART station being built in San Jose.

Some of the great changes is the ‘323’ 
becoming ‘523,’ allowing the western 
end to extend to Lockheed Martin Transit 
Center and the eastern end to Berryessa’s 
BART Station.

VTA’s problematic nature has received 
considerable scrutiny, even to the point 
that VTA itself concedes failures in its 
annual reports. With relationship to 
students, perhaps most frustrating is the 

consistent wait times. The current time 
between departures is supposedly 11 
minutes when it actually feels like 20. 
Supposedly, the wait times will become 
increasingly standardized at 15 minutes, 
but I nonetheless would actually like to see 
consistency be more strongly enforced.

Another concern has had me constantly 
scratching my head in confusion: the 
lack of public transit between Foothill 
and De Anza colleges. Of course, there 
is a means of getting to Foothill from De 
Anza through the VTA system, but it takes 
an unfathomable amount of time; while it 
takes less than 15 minutes by car, the trip 
via VTA lines consumes nearly 90 minutes 
of students’ already precious time. 

Foothill-De Anza district is a unique 
district in that students frequently will 
crossover between the sister colleges, 
and VTA receives significant traffic from 
community college students, and thus it is 
only reasonable to expect that they should 
better cater to such a nuanced need.

speech, but as private citizens we can 
peacefully take away their platform. 

We must never stoop to their level and 
resort to violence. Spencer has already 
told his followers to “protect themselves” 
- we really don’t need to give them any 
more excuses to arm themselves.

And for the record – Captain America 
agrees. In issue #275, Captain breaks up 
a fight between neo-Nazis and counter-
protesters that turned violent. He exclaims 
“Don’t you realize that, in your attack, 
you’ve attacked your OWN freedom as 
well?”

He continues: “The freedom that 
guarantees ALL ideas – both noble and 
ignoble – the expression that is imperative 
if our society is to survive!”

The leaders of each side in the fight turn 
their attention to the Captain and try to 
attack him instead, but he quickly moves 
out of the way. They collide and fall over 
– an analogy of what will happen to our 
society if we resort to violence.
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Kermit Cuff, a transit service 
development supervisor with VTA, 
told The Mercury News that a new 
transportation line between De Anza 
and Foothill is unlikely because the 
previous route had very low ridership. 
The previous route between the two 
schools had about 20 riders per day.

The current plan the VTA has 
drafted is still open to changes, and 
they are fully open to hearing your 
suggestions until Feb. 20 when the 
plan finalizes.

VTA has limited resources and 
certainly can only do so much in a 
framework of an aged-old system of 
buses, but hopefully VTA begins to 
take its stigma seriously. Maybe one 
day, there will even be a reality in 
which the light rail actually moves 
at a speed which makes it worthy of 
having light in its name!

Vincente Aguilar
STAFF REPORTER

Expectations for VTA overhaul: Service De Anza students


